
 
 
 
 
 
 

DMG Meeting 
Meeting Summary 

 
 
 
Action, Calendar, and Decision Items 
 
• Action item:  Please review the community events the Desert Tortoise Information and Youth 

Education Program plans to attend on page two of the program update  and make suggestions of 
additional events. 
 

• DMG Decision:  DMG managers present decided to approve the proposal to host a desert 
tortoise education summit.  Russell and Kyle will organize the event, which is scheduled for 
February 16 in Henderson, Nevada. 
 

• Action Item: Managers should send work priorities for the Conservation Land Acquisition Work 
Group (CLAWG) to Russell.   
 

• Calendar Item: Upcoming CLAWG meetings are scheduled for October 24 and January 19.   
 

• Calendar Item: The next Desert Landscape Conservation Cooperative meeting will be a 
teleconference scheduled for January 12.  Russell and Fon plan to participate.  Please contact 
either if you would like to participate. 
 

• DMG Decision:  DMG managers present decided that the DMG should explore how managers 
can coordinate golden eagle conservation actions in the California Desert.  Edwards, Ridgecrest 
BLM, The Desert District, and Kern County expressed an interest in forming a golden eagle 
workgroup. 
 

• Calendar Item: Upcoming DMG Meetings: 
o Conference call- January 25, 2012 10:00 AM PST to 12:00 PM PST 
o Meeting- April 11 and 12, host to be determined 
 
 

Wednesday, October 19 - open to stakeholders 
 
• Welcome- Lieutenant Colonel Graves welcomed DMG members and guest aboard the Marie 

Corps Air Ground Combat Center (MCAGCC) with a brief introduction to MCAGCC’s mission 
and its relationship to other installations within the region.  Lieutenant Colonel Graves 
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apologized that due to a visit from the Undersecretary of the Navy, Marie Cottrell could not join 
the DMG Wednesday. 

 
• Survey Data from Expansion DEIS- Brian Henan, MCAGCC Ecologist, provided a slide 

presentation covering the results of surveys that were conducted in preparation for the 
MCAGCC Possible Expansion EIS.  

 
• Desert Tortoise Information and Youth Education (DTIYE)- Russell Scofield introduced the 

new DTIYE Program Coordinator, Kyle Pong.  Russell and Kyle provided a DTIYE program 
update. 

 
Action item:  Please review the list of events on page two of the DTIYE program update  in 
which Kyle plans DTIYE participation and make suggestions of additional events or if any of 
the listed events are not be the best venue for tortoise education.    

 
Russell Scofield presented a proposal for DMG to host a range-wide desert tortoise education 
summit.  The goal of the summit is information exchange amongst the programs to identify 
redundancies and opportunities to share products, materials, and resources.  The summit’s goal 
is not to develop a single range-wide program or to place DMG in the lead of other existing 
programs but rather to create synergy through leveraging existing programs.  The summit is 
expected to begin an on-going dialogue among those programs. 

 
DMG Decision:  DMG managers present decided to approve the proposal to host a desert 
tortoise education summit.  Russell and Kyle will organize the event, which is scheduled for 
February 16 in Henderson, Nevada. 

 
• Conservation Land Acquisition Work Group (CLAWG)- Russell Scofield provided an 

update of the CLAWG .  Russell is working with the National Park Service Rivers, Trails, 
Conservation Assistance Program (RTCA) to facilitate an upcoming CLAWG meeting to 
refocus the CLAWG to better meet manager/agency needs.  

 
Action Item: Managers should send priorities for the CLAWG to Russell.   
 
Calendar Item: Upcoming CLAWG meetings are October 24 and January 19.  RTCA is 
planning to attend the January meeting.   

 
• Desert Landscape Conservation Cooperative (DLCC)- Russell Scofield provided an update 

of the DLCC.  The DLCC Steering Committee met in Albuquerque 27 and 28.  At the meeting, 
the DLCC Governance Document was reviewed for approval at the next meeting and the DLCC 
FY 2012 Work Plan tentatively approved.  If you have comments on any of these documents, 
please contact Russell or Fon.  The next DLCC meeting will be a teleconference scheduled for 
January 12.  Russell and Fon plan to participate in the teleconference.  Please contact either if 
you wish to participate.   

 
• Mojave Desert Ecosystem Program (MDEP)- Fon Duke provided reviews of three efforts 

MDEP has recently taken on since the last DMG meeting.  The National Park Service’s Mojave 
Inventory and Monitoring Network has teamed with MDEP and a third party contractor to 
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improve and customize VGS, a  particular mobile data software solution currently in use by 
BLM Arizona and the.  This product should be finished by the last quarter of FY 2012 in in use 
by NPS.  It will also be shared with DMG agencies and other agencies across the county at no 
cost.   

 
The DLCC has requested proposals to support their data sharing needs.  Currently MDEP has 
offered to meet all DLCC data management needs as in-kind support on behalf of DOD.  A 
formal proposal is due before the next DLCC meeting in January.  Currently, some DLCC’s 
data management needs exist at MDEP as proof of concept.   
 
The Riverside County Habitat Conservation Agency (RCHCA) is collaborating with MDEP to 
host data on their projects taking place in the Riverside County.  This data is of value to 
surrounding county and federal agencies operating in the region who are working on similar 
issues.     

 
• Desert Tortoise Recovery Office- Roy Averill-Murray provided slide presentation containing a 

brief status of Desert Tortoise Recovery Implementation Teams (RIT) and a discussion of the 
line distance monitoring program (LDS) and its ability to provide information beyond status and 
trend.  LDS can increase the value of local data (i.e. permanent study plots) and can help us 
better understand project impacts and health status. 

 
Invitation letters are being prepared for the California RITs.  A series of web meetings will 
occur this winter to familiarize RIT members to the Spatial Decision Support System (SDSS) 
and the charge for the RITs.  An in-person RIT meeting is anticipated next spring to use the 
SDSS to develop a preliminary action plan. 

 
• Mohave Tui Chub- Carl Benz reported that the environmental assessment and FONSI to 

establish new populations of Mohave tui chub that was completed in September.  In October, 
FWS, CDFG, and Mojave National Preserve staff established a new population at Morning Star 
Mine.  Carl showed a few pictures of the translocation and emphasized that the project would 
not have been a success without the DMG.    

 
 
Thursday, October 20 - open to stakeholders 
 
• Mohave Ground Squirrel (MGS) DOD Science Workshop- Dave Delany reported that the 

DOD approved, at reduced funding, the Legacy grant to host the MGS science workshop.  
CDFG intends to fund the budget shortfall.  Dave provided a slide presentation on the planning 
efforts thus far and the vision for the workshop.  The primary goal of the workshop is to develop 
recommendations for more efficient methods for density and distribution estimation. The 
workshop will be in the desert next February with attendance by invitation.  A small core group 
is planning the workshop and Russell and Dave are talking to the U.S. Institute for 
Environmental conflict to assist with facilitation. 

 
Bob Wood expressed a concern that the workshop should not become a venue for researchers to 
develop additional research proposal that would need funding.  The planners are aware of the 
potential problem and share similar concerns.  Workshop goals will be clearly articulated to 
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participants and the workshop will be professionally facilitated to keep participants on task and 
the discussion focused on workshops goals and deliverables.    

 
• MGS 2011 Field Season Final Report- Dave Delany provided a slide presentation that 

highlighted key findings from the 2011 field season for MGS.  The 2011 field season was a 
collaborative effort by CDFG, BLM, Army Corp of Engineers, Fort Irwin, California State 
University Stanislaus, University of Nevada Reno, volunteers, and MDEP coordinated though 
the DMG. 
 

• MGS USGS Habitat Suitability Model Update- Susan Jones stated that model development is 
progressing on schedule and that the USGS will deliver model CEC March 2012.  The model 
will be published as a peer reviewed USGS Open File Report.  The modeling effort will be 
iterative and USGS plans to incorporate the vegetation mapping conducted in support of 
DRECP and the results of the 2012 field monitoring season into a model revision.     

 
• Cultural Site Research and Management (CSRM) DOD Legacy Grant Overview- Douglas 

Comer provided a slide presentation explaining the use of LIDAR and other remote sensing 
technologies to aid in cultural inventories. 

 
• USGS Landscape Genetics Habitat Corridor Study- Amy Vandergast provided a slide 

presentation update of the corridor study.  The study seeks to answer two questions: 
o What are the best regions in the Mojave to conserve in order to protect species and genetic 

diversity and preserve evolutionary potential? 
o Where is renewable energy and other development compatible with the conservation of 

desert species and their habitats? 
Amy expects to provide a draft to report to Russell for review in November.  A final peer 
reviewed Open File Report will follow.  DMG agencies will be given the opportunity review the 
draft report. 
 

• Golden Eagle Permitting and Surveys- Ashleigh Blackford provided a slide presentation 
summarizing the new golden eagle regulations.  FWS Region 2, headquartered in Albuquerque 
is the lead for golden eagle management. Golden eagles are a part of the Bird and Bat 
Conservation Strategy.  California, Arizona, and Nevada are in the same bird conservation area, 
so eagle take will be managed across the three state region.  BLM is funding eagle surveys on its 
land throughout California.  Other agencies have the opportunity to leverage BLM’s surveys 
with surveys on their land.  There was discussion if the DMG should coordinate golden eagle 
conservation actions in the desert.  Amedee Brickey is the FWS lead for California within the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act Office.  Amedee can be reached at amedee_brickey@fws.gov.  

 
DMG Decision:  The DMG managers present decided that the DMG should explore how 
managers can coordinate golden eagle conservation actions in the California Desert.  
Edwards, Ridgecrest BLM, The Desert District, and Ken County expressed an interest in 
forming a golden eagle ad hoc workgroup.  

 
• DOD Energy Siting Clearinghouse- DeEllen Brasher the Navy Region Southwest Regional 

Environmental Coordinator (REC) provided an overview of DOD’s Southwest Renewable 
Energy Workgroup (SWREWG) and the DOD renewable energy clearinghouse.  The 
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SWREWG was established in 2003 to protect military mission; maintain access to critical land, 
sea, and air space; and ensure non-interference with radar sensors while supporting renewable 
energy development.  The goals of the DOD Clearinghouse are: 
o A Single DOD Voice 
o Timely, repeatable, and predictable process that promotes compatibility between energy 

independence and military capabilities:  two key facets of national security 
o Most projects will be reviewed and cleared by Services in 30 – 45 days 
o Only projects with significant impacts needing multi-Service coordination will receive full 

Clearinghouse attention 
 
• DMG FY 2012 Annual Work Plan- Russell Scofield and Fon Duke presented the draft FY 

2012 DMG Annual Work Plan.    
 

DMG Decision:  DMG managers present approved the draft work plan with minor edits, 
pending passage of an FY 2012 Federal budget.  The coordinators will add language on 
golden eagle coordination as the project evolves. 

 
• Upcoming DMG Meetings 

o Conference call- January 25, 2012 10:00 AM PST to 12:00 PM PST 
o Meeting- April 11 and 12, host to be determined- possibly Kern County 
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