Briefing Statement

Date: 
June 3, 2002

Title:  
California Desert Fund

Issue: 
DMG support for establishing a California Desert Fund

Background/Status:

1. At the April 10, 2002, DMG meeting David Brunner of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation reported that he had contacted Congressman Lewis and the Chrysler Corp. about their interest in establishing a California Desert Fund within NFWF to support the goals of the DMG.  The initial response to the proposal was positive by both.  

2. The DMG approved, in principal, NFWF’s efforts to secure corporate and Congressional funding for a CDF with the caveat that the details of the proposal would be subject to further review and approval by the DMG.  The DMG specifically endorsed further NFWF meetings with Chrysler Corp to investigate DMG funding opportunities.

3. Since the last DMG meeting, David Brunner has met with Chrysler Corp, Ford Motor Company and Congressman Lewis staff to further explore interest in establishing a CDF. The results are:

· Chrysler is interested in moving forward with establishing a CDF under the auspices of the DMG. A follow up meeting is scheduled on June 20 to discuss details of the CDF, including Chryslers contribution to the fund and how the fund would be set up and administered.  

· Ford is also interested in contributing to a CDF but on a slower timeframe than Chrysler.

· Congressman Lewis is interested in further exploring possible Congressional contributions to CDF the fund, but details have not been discussed at this time.

4. David Brunner needs direction on whether the DMG (a) supports establishing a CDF under the auspices of the NFWF and (b) endorses further discussions with Chrysler to contribute to the fund. Chrysler has indicated they want to move forward quickly. Consequently, if the DMG is not interested, the NFWF will discuss other projects for Chrysler’s contributions.

Proposed Action:

1. The DMG  (a) supports, in concept, the establishment of a CDF under the auspices of the NFWF and (b) endorses further discussions with Chrysler to contribute to the fund.

2. The DMG requests David Brunner develop a proposal that identifies: 

· how a CDF would be set up and administered. 

· the role of the NFWF, the DMG, and potential corporate sponsors in administering the fund, including how funding would be allocated.  

· what Chrysler Corporation expects to receive in return for its contributions to the fund.

Contacts:
Clarence Everly, DOD Coordinator, Desert Managers Group - (760) 255-8886

John Hamill, DOI Coordinator, Cal Desert Management Project -
(760) 255-8888

