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Background

The Mojave Desert Science Symposium was a historic forum that brought researchers and land managers together with the latest in scientific understanding of the Mojave Desert.  Invited and contributed presentations highlighted a diverse range of research topics in the desert and sessions gave scientists feedback on research needs.  The symposium was a success, both from the perspective of the researchers and the users of scientific information.  Now the time has come for a Second Mojave Desert Science Symposium.

The worthwhile objectives of the first Mojave Desert Science Symposium require periodic update.  Almost four years have passed and much new research has been accomplished.  New databases have come online with a potential for information sharing only imagined a few years ago.  Research needs are always in motion, as new problems arise and some old problems are managed.  As always, there is new staff to be informed and fresh graduates with new research to be displayed.  The first Mojave Desert Science Symposium made a number of recommendations.  It is time to follow up on some of those recommendations.  Range-wide monitoring of desert tortoise populations has collected two years of data and lessons have been learned.  Interesting new results on climate-induced vegetation dynamics and recovery from anthropogenic disturbance may cause managers to rethink some aspects of desert restoration.  Exotic species, sensitive species, and endangered species are of greater concern than ever before.  One recommendation, development of ecosystem monitoring protocols, has meanwhile become a top priority for land management agencies.  Members of the Desert Managers Group recognize the need for consistent, long-term, coordinated monitoring across all lands of the Mojave Desert and held a workshop on the topic.  This proposed science symposium will further the goals of long-term ecological monitoring by addressing the question of “what” as well as “how-to.”  Finally, science is not static.  Science is the process of constantly updating knowledge through the iterative posing, testing, and disposing of hypotheses.  It is imperative that the fora keep pace with the science.  It’s time for a Second Mojave Desert Science Symposium.

Proposal

We propose to organize the Second Quadrennial Mojave Desert Science Symposium as a follow up to the well-received Mojave Desert Science Symposium of February 25-27, 1999, for some time in late 2003 or early 2004.  The objectives of this symposium will be to:

· provide a forum for interaction between scientists and land managers,

· inform the managers with the best available science,

· advise scientists of the most pressing research needs, and

· publicize current research ongoing in the Mojave Desert.

We propose to broaden the scope from showcasing primarily federally conducted research to include scientific work done at universities and other institutes, such as the Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units..  An organizing committee consisting of representatives from Desert Research Institute, University of California Natural Reserve System, National Park Service, United States Geological Survey, and possibly other universities and agencies will develop session themes and coordinate logistics.  The emphasis of the first symposium was primarily biology.  We plan to broaden the themes of this second symposium to include other fields of natural history and earth science, including geomorphology, groundwater and surface water hydrology, landscape processes, Quaternary studies, and other topics selected from contributed papers and ideas of the organizing committee.  The organizing committee will seek funding from cooperating sponsors and advertise for abstract submittals in scientific publications.   The committee will review submitted abstracts, inform authors of acceptance, and coordinate the physical logistics of accommodating the conference.  A published document is necessary as a permanent record of the scientific presentations.  Authors will be asked if they wish to submit complete papers following the conference.  The committee will organize peer review of submitted papers.  The published conference proceedings will consist of submitted abstracts, reviewed only by the organizing committee for acceptance, and papers submitted voluntarily by presenters, peer-reviewed by the scientific community.  The committee will also work to set in place a plan to convene a Third Mojave Desert Science Symposium for 2007-2008.

We request Desert Managers Group support in this endeavor and assistance in procuring funding for advertisements, conference hall rental, and proceedings publication.  In turn we will work to ensure that this conference benefits the needs and goals of the Desert Managers.
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