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Valley Wells Project Update




Valley Wells SRRA

The Valley Wells Safety Roadside Rest Area project has upgraded both northbound and

southbound facilities. The new Valley Wells SRRA was opened to the public April
2009. The first phase of the Valley Wells Upgrade included interpretive tiles inside the
restrooms & sidewalk impressions.

The second phase of this project will complete the Interpretive Component of Valley
Wells. The second phase is scheduled to be completed in 2010.




Valley Wells Interpretive
Component

This project will provide an interpretive center for both northbound and
southbound Valley Wells Safety Roadside Rest Areas (SRRA).

The proposed work will consist of constructing interior interpretive display
facilities in the open area between the restrooms at both the northbound and
southbound facilities. Work will also include construction of exterior displays
along new desert discovery trails that will meander through the site (primarily
southbound). The southbound rest area will act as a visitor center for those
entering California.

The interpretive center will concentrate on two categories:
— Orientation Plaza: Includes 5 Vertical Panels (exhibits 1-5)

— Desert discovery Trail with Interpretive Alcoves: Includes Alcoves w/
sign panels (exhibit 6-12), a windmill, creature footprints, cast concrete
creatures, & petroglyphs.



Valley Wells Interpretive Exhibits 1-8

The following images are a few examples of the exhibits that will be included in the
Valley Wells Interpretive Project.
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Fine Arts

World:Class Dining
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Welcome to the
California Desert

Places to Visit

Local Highlights
You Won'’t Want to Miss




&= W= T X

VoH - WX m

Desert Recreation

Historic laces

Endangered Species Conservation

Safety First

Travel Safe in the Desert
Alife-threatening emergency can quickly develop.
if you become stuck,lost, or injured. Be prepared.

Safety Checklist:

« Let someone know where you are:
going and when you plan to return.

- Take plenty of water: Aminimum
of one gallon per person per day, more:
ifyou are hiking in hot weather.

« Checktires and gas gauge before
you leave the pavement.

 If you get lost,stay with your vehicle.
Itis easier to spot than a person.

Flash Floods

Bone-dry for much of the year, the
Galifornia Desert can become suddenly
awash in floodwaters. Watch for
summer storms; their intense rains
an flood roadways, and damage road
surfaces. If you see water running
across the road, don't attempt to drive
across. Wait for a while, and flood
‘waters quickly recede; or find an
alternate route.

Leave NoTrace, or better yet, Tread Lightly!
As you plan your adventure in the California
Deserts, remember that many others are visiting
as well. While your individual actions may seem
not to matter much, they do when multiplied
by the millions. When visiting wild lands, make
ityour goal to Leave No Trace (or Tread Lightly)
of your passing. Find out more at www.ntorg.
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Participating Agencies

Participating Agencies

Bureau of Land Management

California Department of Transportation
California State Parks

County of San Bernardino

Desert Managers Group

National Park Service




Welcome to the

Desert
Discovery Trail

Take a short walk, stretch your legs
and learn about the Mojave Desert.
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The Mojave Desert is one of America’s great desert There is evidence of 12,000 years of

regions, and is an area of exceptional biological in this region, including patterns of exploration

diversity. This is a place where humans, plants, animals, and settlement by Native Americans and Western

weather and landforms are in constant motion. settlers. The Mojave Desert is a travel corridor with
arich history of linking different points across a

Water, or the lack of it, is the defining feature of a harsh and foreboding landscape.

desert. Plants, animals and people have to adapt to

this landscape. This rugged terrain contains elevations Please step lightly. Even though deserts are often

ranging from below sea level to over 11,000 feet, viewed as empty wastelands, they are, in fact,

creating a diverse array of habitats. fragile, arid ecosystems with diverse life forms

that are easily impacted by human activities.

Exhibit 6

Movement
in the Desert

To cross the dry and rugged Mojave Desert, early
inhabitants developed foot trails traveling from spring
to spring. These trails evolved from footpaths to pack
routes and then wagon roads as Euro-Americans
entered the desert. Railroad routes strayed from the
‘wagon roads in search of easier grades, and the first
automobile roads followed the rail lines, as trains
could be flagged down in an emergency.

‘Wagons share the 103d with automobiles near Ludlow,
1915 The road here was destined to become part of
Route 66 ten years laer.

Situated along the Colorado Riverthe Mojave Indians
traveled extensively to trade. Celebrated runners,they
covered as many as 100 miles per day.

The Southern Pacifc, completed
101883, was the frst ailine to
eross the Mojave.

s automobile travel became popular i the 19205,
the Automobile Clubof Southern Calfornia created
a uniform signing system, posting thousands of
porcelain-on-steelsigns.

Exhibit 7

Hidden Riches

Desert tortoise:

Kelso dunes.

Exhibit 8

in the Desert

How do Plants and
Animals Survive Here?

Sun, wind, and rain have continuously sculpted

the Mojave Desert over time. Changing weather

patterns dramatically influence how and where

humans, animal and plant species are able to

survive, Desert plants and animals have evolved
d adapted to survive in this h i

There is an outstanding assortment of beautiful
and ecologically important desert terrain in the:
Mojave. There are salt flats that bake in the 120
degree summer heat as well as dense stands of
creosote plants, home to the endangered desert
tortoise. Joshua tree forests flourish here and
have come to symbolize the Mojave Desert.
Forested mountaintops provide for outstanding
views and backdrops i this diverse living desert.

Beavertail cactus



Water and Deserts

Water, or more accurately the lack of water, is what
defines a desert; these areas usually receives less than
ten inches of rain per year while its evaporation exceeds
ten inches. Average yearly rainfall in some areas of o
the Mojave Desert is as low as two to four inches. The B oresr

now-abandoned community of Bagdad once went an B Cimasniunn

incredible 767 days without rain! Desert temperatures
tend to the extremes. It is often hot—the “World’s

Tallest Thermometer” in Baker records summer
temperatures exceeding 120°—but it can be below

freezing on winter nights.

Exhibit 9

Animal Survival Strategies

The desert supports a surprisingly diverse assortment of animals
adapted to thrive in this harsh environment. They have evolved
adaptations that enable them to inhabit and survive in this harsh

environment. Reptiles such as the leopard lizard and rattlesnakes

have tough skin, which helps them to survive the harsh desert ‘One of the most celebrated of the Mojave’s reptles:
the deserttortoise isprtected by federaland state
Tows,Toroiss ecd on avariety of plants inclucing
wildflower blossoms.The tortoise stres rinen s
bladder which llows to maintaina water balance
without drinking formany morths When fightened,
thetortoiseurinates o ard offthe thieat,oosin s
stored watersupply. Therefore t s imperant ot o
pick up or disturba desert totoise

climate. Mule deer, coyote and bobcat seek shaded areas and avoid
activity during the heat of day. Kangaroo rats and antelope ground
squirrels burrow underground. Coyote, mountain lion, and gray fox
have pale colored coats to reflect light and prevent them from

overheating, Smaller-bodied jackrabbits and kit foxes have long
ears and legs, to help dissipate heat. The feathers of hawks and

WOABAIANER: Protelt them from heat bl and ultravialet rals: DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP

With their massive spira horns,desert bighorn sheep.
are perhaps the most majestic of the Mojave's marn-
mals. These herd animals prefer rugged mountains
where they traverse steep and precarious terrain with
great agilty. Their slow-working digestive system
Mojave green rattiesnake Kangaroo rat Leopard lizard allows them tofeed on nutrient-deficient plants

Exhibit 11

From the low-lying dry lakebeds to the tops of the
many mountains, plant life changes in response to
varying conditions. In low flatlands, creosote bush
and white bursage flourish. Their small waxy leaves
minimize evaporation. Further upslope, you will find
yucca mixed with cactus such as barrel, prickly pear,
and cholla. These succulents swell with stored water
during rainy times. As you ascend further, dense
Joshua trees forests thrive. Pifion pines and juniper

are found at the higher elevations.

The creosote bush is astudy in water conservation
adaptations, The plants are widely spaced, so that
theirroots don't compete fo scarce water.Their root
systems are wide spreading,to draw i ralnwater
from aarge area The creosote’s mastery ofthe
harsh desert endironment is evident n s fespan;
one group o plantsinthe Mojave Desert s about.
000 years old

Exhibit 10

Sculpted Landforms

Our desert mountains are melting before your eyes.
Over millions of years, erosion, primarily from water
but also from wind, has sculpted a breathtaking
landscape. With every rainstorm, more rocks and
gravels are moved downhill; on each windy day, pr e e

sands move, particle by particle, toward desert e msone < cacuradewate drphing
dunes. This is basin and range country, a pattern
that stretches from eastern California to central
ey ‘ i Utah. A series of north-south trending faults have
created corresponding mountains interspersed
with big flat basins, which, unlike valleys, are not

drained by rivers.

Exhibit 12



Clyde V. Kane
Safety Roadside Rest Area




C.V. Kane Location Map




C.V. Kane Site Layout
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C.V. Kane, Fort Outposts &
Mojave Road

Location of C.V. Kane in
........ N\ relation to the Mojave

,,,,, et . JPTCY ’ . esrCHUEHT  Road and the Fort
T \. Outposts.

C.V. Kane

{_
to Camp Cady




i

ENTRAMCE
"-Iaﬂu:r;:l

CORAAL

0o
{1 GUARTERS

T

FORT PAH-UTE
1867-68

{ciWalter Feller - DigitalDeset.NET




C.V. Kane Thematic Sketc
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C.V. Kane Thematic Sketch

Fort Wall Vending Interpretive

Restrooms Shelter
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Picnic Shelter



C.V. Kane Vending Sketch



C.V. Kane Restroom Sketch




C.V. Kane Restroom Sketch
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