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DESERT

MANAGERS GROUP

Meeting Summary
Second Annual Executive Coordination Meeting
October 23, 2001
Ontario, CA

1. Attendees: Agency executives in attendance included: John Reynolds (Regional
Director--NPS); Mike Pool (BLM State Director); Dick Troy (Deputy Director,
California State Parks), Patrick Muffler (Regional Geologist, USGS); Steve
Thompson (Acting Operations Managers, FWS); Dirk Brazil (Deputy Director, State
Fish and Game). A list of all the attendees is attached.

3.

FY 01 DMG update and accomplishments. Hamill provided an overview of the
DMG, including its history, mission, organization, and role in management of the
California desert. Everly summarized the major accomplishments of the DMG in FY
01, including:

e Study of desert wetland and riparian habitats
The Millenium Conference

The clean-up of illegal dumps

Monitoring desert tortoise populations
Completion of the Lancaster visitor center
www.californiadesert.gov

e burro management

Overall, the executives and managers were very satisfied with the FY 01 progress of
the DMG.

National and State Policy Perspective

John Reynolds expects that NPS rangers will be stretched thin for the foreseeable
future due to details related to national security. This may make it difficult for
NPS to focus on interagency programs and support. The Department is focused on
the Secretaries 4-C’s. The President’s Management Reforms may have positive
implications for the DMG. While the FY 02 budget for NPS is generally good, no
base increases are expected for the desert parks in FY 02. He expects the budget
situation to be difficult in FY 03. Reynolds believes that it will be important for
the DOI agencies to raise the DMG to the Department in a coordinated manner.
Mike Pool felt that it is important to get DOI appointments out on the ground to
review Cal Desert issues and discuss the role that the DMG plays in management
of the desert.

Steve Thompson reported that the AS/FWP and Director of FWS should be
confirmed in the next 3 weeks. The focus of the administration has been on


http://www.californiadesert.gov/

addressing ESA issues, energy development, State Rights and water transfers
(e.g., Salton Sea). He expected there will not be major reforms to the ESA this
FY.

Patrick Muffler indicated that that the new administration had shown little interest
in USGS field activities or programs. Several GS funding issues in the desert
southwest were not funded for FY 02.

Dirk Brazil reported that the desert was not a high priority with the governor’s
office or the legislature. It does not look promising for new funding or personnel
for DFG. Curt Taucher reported that the Region expects to receive $208K for
work on the desert tortoise next FY.

Dick Troy reported that visitation at State Parks increased by 30% this year.
However, the desert parks will see reduced budgets, which may affect meeting
attendance and discretionary spending. Parks will be looking at partnerships like
DMG to leverage their resources and help accomplish more with less.

Major Soderberg said MAGTFTC is looking at severe budget cuts in the Base’s
environmental program next FY, which will impact their ability to participate in
the DMG. They also expect there will be fewer Legacy funds available for DMG
initiatives.

. Agency/Office Priorities for the DMG. Hamill presented the results of the survey
of the managers on the priority of the goals in the DMG 5-Year Plan (attached).
These results suggest that there is broad support for DMG involvement in
coordinating desert tortoise recovery and monitoring activities.

Future of the DMG

Steve Thompson questioned whether the DMG was structured appropriately and
suggested that more executive leadership may help the DMG be more successful.
He advised the DMG to elevate its budget issues to Senators Reid and Feinstein
and that it might be best to fund the group’s initiatives through NPS and DOD.
Dirk Brazil said the group should focus on solving important resource problems
and less on process and structure.

John Reynolds said that the DMG was a very valuable forum for learning and
networking and the group provides a foundation for collaboration. He suggested
that some of the DMG goals/activities should be grouped. Managers should be
more mindful of their responsibilities identified in the DMG Charter which he felt
were well conceived. Any budget initiatives should build on the budget process
that exists in each agency (as opposed to creating a new, competing process). He
was very encouraged so far and said we need to find a way to keep the process
alive.

Dick Troy felt that the DMG should have some collaborative projects born
through the DMG and suggested it may be time to have some kind of executive
summit to bring attention to the Group and define its future direction.

Patrick Muffler suggested the group could benefit from more executive leadership
and that the SW Strategy may be an effective model for the group to study.

Mike Pool felt that there is great value to the DMG and that issues should be
resolved at the lowest level possible. The DMG should structure its agenda to



focus on emerging issues and other topics that would stimulate the group.
NGO’s should be involved in providing the group a different perspective of the
desert.






Desert Manager Ranking of DMG 5-Year
Plan Goals (Oct 2001)

(Based on 13 of 20 surveys, or 65% return.)

[ ] | | | |
NPS DOD STA BLM FWS |Total
TE
GOAL (#) Colo. Palm Pts
Rank DVN|MNP JTNP|EAF | NTC | Yum |MAGTFT|MCL |Deser|Caltran|Needle| Spr El |Ventur| Avg
P B a C B t S S Centro a
1 |Recover Tortoise (3) 5 13 4 1 2 2 2 2 15 3 2 7 1 1 60
2 |Monitor Tortoise (12) 6 2 8 3 1 3 3 1 14 5 1 14 2 2 65
3 |Coord. Research (10) 2 5 3 12 4 5 4 5 5 16 8 3 12 11 95
4  |Coord. Monitoring Pgrms (11) 7 11 2 5 7 16 1 3 6 16 8 2 4 10 98
5 |Protect Water Resources (13) 1 1 9 4 6 16 10 9 7 16 8 8 11 3 109
6 |Clean Up Dumps (2) 11 | 10 7 10 9 4 9 8 12 1 3 5 14 6 109
7 |Share Data (14) 9 12 5 13 3 12 5 6 10 6 9 15 6 9 120
8 |Protect Cultural Resources (5) 8 8 11 7 12 | 13 11 4 9 2 7 9 5 16 122
9 |Educate Public (7) 12 7 10 6 10 | 11 7 7 11 16 5 4 13 7 126
10 |Desert Safety/LE (9) 3 6 1 11 | 13 | 16 8 10 4 16 9 10 7 13 127
11 |Habitat Restoration (1) 131 9 6 9 8 14 14 11 3 16 4 6 10 4 127
12 |Manage Burros (4) 4 3 12 114 | 5 16 15 15 1 16 6 13 3 5 128
13 |Noise/Overflight (8) 10 | 4 13 2 14 1 6 14 2 16 16 12 15 16 141
14 |Visitor Information/Recreation (6) | 14 | 14 | 15 8 11 | 16 12 12 8 16 5 11 9 8 159
15 |Stakeholders Involvement (15) 15 | 15 [ 14 | 15 [ 15 | 15 13 13 | 13 4 10 1 8 12 163
— |*Abandoned Mines
—  |*Wireburning
— |*Litter Plan
— |*Develop DSS
No value/importance = 16
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Name

Organization & Address

Telephone & Fax

E-mail Address

Micheal Huber

Navy Region SW

T--619-524-6264
F--619-524-6349

huber.michael@asw.cnrsw.navy.mil

Art Gleason

Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow

T--760-577-6111
F--760-577-6256

gleasonap@barstow.usmc.mil

Steven Evanko

USMC Western Regional
Environmental Coordination Office, Box
555246 Camp Pendleton, CA
93534

T--760-725-2635
F--760-725-2659

evankosp@pendleton.usmc.mil

Kathleen Franklin

California State Parks Mojave Desert
43779 15th Street West
Lancaster, CA 93534

T--661-726-1668
F--661-940-7327

kfranklin@parks.ca.gov

MAJ B.W. Soderberg

NREA, MAGTFTC
MCAGCC, 29 PALMS, CA 92278

T--760-830-7396 ext 210

soderbergbw@29palms.usmc.mil

Hector A. Villalobos

BLM, California Desert Distric,
Ridgecrest Field Office 300 S.
Richmond Road Ridgecrest, CA 93555

T--760-384-5405
F--760-384-5499

hvillalob@ca.blm.gov

Curt Taucher

DFG- Eastern Sierra- Inland Deserts

T--562-590-5113
F--562590-5871

ctaucher@dfg.ca.gov

Becky Jones

DFG
36431 41st St. East
Palmdale, CA 93552

T--661-285-5867
F--661-285-5867

dfgpalm@mindspring.com

Ernie Quintana

Joshua Tree National Park
74485 National Park Drive
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

T--760-367-5502
F--760-367-6392

ernie_quintana@nps.gov

Steve Thompson

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Sacramento, CA

T--916-414-6464

steve thompson@fws.gov




Dirk Brazil

CA Fish & Game
1416 9th St. 12th FI
Sacramento, CA 95814

T--916-653-7667
F--916-653-7387

dbrazile@dfg.ca.gov

John Reynolds

Pacific West Region National Park
Service 111 Jackson Street, Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94607

T--510-817-1304
F--510-817-1485

john_reynolds@nps.gov

Dick Troy

California State Parks
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

T--916-653-8288

dtroy@parks.ca.gov

Patrick Muffler

Western Regional Geologist
U.S. Geological Survey

345 Middlefield Road, MS919
Menlo Park, CA 94025-3591

T--650-329-5100
F--650-329-5125

pmuffler@usgs.gov

Tim Salt California Desert Distric, BLM T--909-697-5204 tsalt@ca.blm.gov
6221 Box Springs Blvd
Rivesride, CA 92507

Mary Martin Mojave National Preserve T--760-255-8801 mary_martin@nps.gov

222 E. Main Street Ste. 202
Barstow, CA 92311

F--760-255-8809

Richard A. Wood

Airforce Flight Test Center
Environmental Management
5 East Popson Ave
Edwards AFB, CA 93524

T--661-277-1402

richard.wood@edwards.af.mil

Diane Noda U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service T--805-644-1766 diane noda@fws.gov
Ventura Fish & Wildlife Office F--805-644-3958
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, CA 93003

John O'Gara Naval Air Weapons Station T--760-939-3213 ogaraje@navair.navy.mil
Code 8 GOOOD # 1 Administration F--760-939-2980
Circle China Lake, CA 93555

Tim Read BLM, Barstow FO T--760-252-6004 tread@blm.gov

2601 Barstow Road
Barstow, CA 92311

F--760-252-6098




Jim Kenna

Palm Springs

Southern Coastal Field Office
P.O. Box 1260

690 W. Garnet

South Palm Springs, CA 92258

T--760-251-4803
F--760-251-4899

jkenna@ca.blm.go

\

Danella George

Palm Springs

Southern Coastal Field Office
P.O. Box 1260

690 W. Garnet

South Palm Springs, CA 92258

T--760-251-4804
F--760-251-4899

dgeorge@ca.bim.gov

Dick Doyle California Department of Transportation |T--909-383-4147 dick_doyle@dot.ca.gov
464 W 4th Street F--909-383-4364
San Bernardino, CA 92401

Mike Pool BLM T--916-978-4600 mpoole@ca.blm.gov

2800 Cottage Way
Sacaramento, CA 95825

David Van Cleve

California State Parks
200 Palm Canyon Road
Borrego Springs, CA 92004

T--760-767-4037

dvanc@parks.ca.gov

Dave Anderson

NPS Mojave
222 E. Main Street Ste 202
Barstow, CA 92311

T--760-255-8899
F--760-255-8828

dave anderson@nps.gov

Russell Scofield

BLM
P.O. Box 2205
Yucca Valley, CA 92311

T--760-365-0955
F--760-365-5523

rusell scofield@ca.bim.gov

John Key California Desert Distric, BLM T--909-697-5383 john_key@ca.bim.gov
6221 Box Springs Blvd F--909-697-5299
Rivesride, CA 92507

Manuel Joia MCLB Barstow T--760-577-6574 joiam@barstow.usmc.mil
Box 1100500 F--760-577-6256
Barstow, Ca 92311

George Walker USFWS T--760-255-8852 george walker@fws.gov

222 E. Main Street Ste 202
Barstow, CA 92311

F--760-255-8897




John Hamill

DOI Coordinator
222 E. Main Street Ste 215
Barstow, CA 92311

T--760-255-8888
F--760-255-8809

john_hamill@dmg.gov

Clarence Everly

DOD Coordinator
222 E. Main Street Ste 215
Barstow, CA 92311

T--760-255-8896
F--760-256-6863

everlyc@mojavedata.gov




